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MyTHs, LEGENDS, AND FAcCTS
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Starwatching using the naked éye,
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16 DISCOVER THE STARS

THE APRIL SKY

As the stars of winter set in the west, the constel-

ps of spring rise high. Overhead stalk two pow
beasts, the Great Bear and the Lion, while

in the south, the Crow and Goblet ride the back of
the twisting Serpent

for lion) reposes with his head
on's head and

|14|-|.\!|‘| ot

de up of an arc of stars
versed question mark ir

sic LI-r
bright star Regulus marks his heart
form the lion's hindquarters. The easternmost of these

stars bears the name Denebola, and marks the base
of his tail

\mllv of Leo, o
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brightest
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v. Four stars
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r, the Dipper hangs upside down in the sky—
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e together make his fro
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he
ndle is his long tail

have long tails, celestial bears do. It seems

lifted into the sky to be

the stars, he was picked up by his tail

stretched

two end stars of the Dipper’s bowl are known

as the pointers. I you drvaw a line from Merak to

Dubbe and extend it five times its length
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| then Curve to G

to Polaris, the polestar, the tip of the Little Bear's
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find Bodtes and Virgo with this
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and Speed to Sp

Crow, makes sense when you make a cross of
his stars—a bird's body and wings. Though we
regard Corvus as a crow, Corvus has also been
raven. Both large, black birds. <
Beside Corvus lies o dim constells
ter, the Le:hh: of the god Apollo. €
is Latin for “bowl.” The same word applies
to the moon’s

craters, bow

st of the | n
ning nearly one-third of the sky
In spring the Milky Way is a its least
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lies in Coma Berenices, so when this
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"What do you mean, you can't look
at the Milky Way because you're
lactose-intolerant?"
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